
California Department of Education 
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 CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

JULY 2004 AGENDA 
 

 General Waiver 

 

 
Action 
 

SUBJECT 
 

Request by Riverside County Office of Education (COE), to waive 
Education Code (EC) 51224.5(b), the requirement that all students 
graduating in the 2003-04 year be required to complete a course in 
Algebra I (or equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation (32 
seniors). 
 
Waiver Number: 115-4-2004 

 Consent 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  Approval   Approval with conditions    Denial  
That the all students stay enrolled in school through the summer months continue to try 
to complete Algebra I. 
 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
The State Board of Education (SBE) has previously approved over 200 similar waiver 
requests since January 2004. 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 
Riverside COE did not submit a waiver until April 16, 2004.  Even after that there were 
several documents that had to be corrected before the waiver could be recommended 
to the Board. The COE was asked to re-do their estimate of students needing the 
waiver on June 19,2004 and the number of waivers requested dropped from over 100 to 
32 seniors.  
 
All 32 students are continuously enrolled in a Community Day School, or a Cal-
SAFE/Teen Mother Program.  The Riverside COE has enrolled these students in 
Algebra I, and will not allow them to graduate until they have completed their attempt to 
complete Algebra I.  
 
Riverside COE has also sent a letter to parents and staff indication that all students 
must pass an Algebra I course to graduate in 2005 and the future.   They have certified 
that they understand that the SBE does not intend to consider consent waivers of this 
type in the future.  
 
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050 
 
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):  1/26/2004 and 1/27/2004   
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Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one):  

 Neutral                        Support (strongly)                     Oppose 
 
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s):  
Mike Bochicchio, Daniel Dyke, Sue Evans, unit representatives 
 
Public hearing identified by (choose one or more): 

 posting in a newspaper       posting at each school           other (specify) 
              Riverside COE Admin. Bld. 
 
 

Public hearing held on date(s): March 17, 2004 
 
Local board approval date(s): March 17, 2004 
 
Advisory committee(s) consulted:  
 
Objections raised (choose one):  None      Objections are as follows: 
 
Date(s) consulted: January 27, 2004 
 
Period of request: 2003-04 School Year  
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE) 
There is no statewide fiscal impact. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other 
hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board 
Office.    
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